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I am not sure whether, or not, they are naturally indolent. At any rate their sedentary tendencies have been greatly fostered by the false Darbar notion that to use one's muscles is to lose one's dignity. They need to be led : but, when once roused, they are not wanting in agility or spirit. Of riding they are naturally fond,, and most of them ride exceedingly well.* And, as Major St. John says, they have taken to English games in an almost English manner. But they certainly have not that restless craving to be always in motion which is so common a characteristic of the growing boy in England. Intellectually, they are not better or worse than boys of inferior rank. Some are very intelligent, and even fond of their books : and it may be said generally that their mental capacity is fully equal to the proper discharge of their public duties.
Yet it is rather gratifying than otherwise to find in Major St. John's report that the moral and physical improvement in his College has been more remarkable than the mental, and that the conduct out of school has been, with hardly an exception, good. For it is far more important that these young chiefs should have gentlemanly manners, good dispositions, and practical acquaintance with the ways of the world, thau that they should be mere scholars. Of course, if they can be scholars too, so much the better for scholarship. This we ought to do, if we can, but not to leave the other undone.
Major St. John's testimony is very favourable to the moral nature of his pupils, and with that testimony similar experiences generally concur, I add the evidence of Mr, Aberigh-Mackay, of the Indore College, to wnich I myself most heartily subscribe.
" From my short experience" writes Mr. Mackay," I am disposed to hope that there is much latent manliness, intelligence and honesty to be found in these young native chiefs, and I believe that the boarding-house discipline, the associations of the playground and the well-regulated duties of the school-room, in an institution conducted upon English principles, will search out and bring to light these qualities/'
Only a beginning has yet been made. The first generation of young chiefs has barely finished its College career. The fruits of our work are as yet immature; but, imperfect as they are, we believe, they give hope of a greater improvement iri the second generation, of a greater still in the third. So far, .we believe, the progress hitherto, if small, has been in the right direction.
I have never heard more than two objections,, from the English side of the question, to the theory of Eajkumar colleges*
* The R&jkumdraat Indore play polo with great skill and enthusiasm.